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City of Portland, Multnomah County Partnership Seeks to Boost Census Participation Among ‘Hard-to-Count’ Communities
Portland, Oregon – February 3, 2010 – With the goal to increase participation in the 2010 Census among Multnomah County’s “hard-to-count” communities, an alliance of more than 20 nonprofits are working together to reach communities of color, non-English speaking residents, immigrants, low income households, seniors and people with disabilities, and homeless people.
Led by the offices of Multnomah County Commissioner Deborah Kafoury and City of Portland Commissioner Nick Fish, the Complete Count Committee has allocated $140,000 in mini-grants to local community organizations and nonprofits. The nonprofits are tasked with conducting community outreach, publicity, grassroots organizing and special events among hard-to-count communities with low participation in the 2000 Census. 
United Way of the Columbia-Willamette will serve as the administrative agent for the Complete Count campaign. United Way will oversee disbursement of grant dollars to participating nonprofits and ensure that organizations are meeting their contracted outreach goals.

“For the next decade, Census data will be used to fund critical programs like schools, roads, head start, housing, emergency food and shelter, and programs for the elderly.  Too often, those who are homeless or come from low-income communities, people of color, immigrants, seniors and others were severely undercounted,” said Commissioner Nick Fish.  “Thanks to the generosity and support of funders of the small grants program and selected community partners, we can assure that every person is counted so that our communities are not left behind.”
Low-income, African American, African immigrant, Asian, Latino, homeless, and non-English speaking individuals have historically been undercounted in the census.  Focusing on these populations, the nonprofits—rooted and widely trusted in their communities—will tap existing networks to boost participation in the 2010 census.

According to County estimates, for every 100 people not counted, Multnomah County will lose $1.2 million or $12,000 for every person missed annually over the next 10 years.  For example, Portland’s most recent street count (January 2009) estimated 1,600 people currently sleeping outdoors; missing them will cost Multnomah County $18 million over the next 10 years.
The 2010 Census is particularly critical because it will help determine the distribution of roughly $400 billion a year in federal funds to state and local governments. Oregon is on the cusp of gaining a sixth seat in Congress based on 2010 Census data. There are 435 seats and other states are waging similar campaigns to hold on the seats they currently have.

To buoy local Census mobilization efforts, the Complete Count campaign raised funds from a wide array of  funders, including: Bank of America; Collins Foundation; Comcast; Equity Foundation; Kaiser Permanente; Legacy Health Systems; Metropolitan Multi-Family Housing Association; Nike; Northwest Health Foundation; Oregon Community Foundation; Penney Family Fund; Portland General Electric; Providence Health Systems; The Standard; U.S. Bank; and Wells Fargo.  

Grant dollars are divided evenly among target communities. Local nonprofits participating in the campaign include: Africa House; African Women’s Coalition; Asian Health & Service Center; Asian Family Center; Catholic Charities’ El Program Hispano; Center for Intercultural Organizing; Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians; Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon’s Russian Oregon Social Services; Hacienda CDC; Immigrant and Refugee Community Organization (IRCO); JOIN; Janus Youth Programs; Impact Northwest; Latino Network; Native American Youth and Family Center; Native American Rehabilitation Association of the Northwest; Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board; Portland Indian Leaders Roundtable; Portland Youth and Elders Council; Self Enhancement Inc.; Oregon Action; United Indian Students in Higher Education; and the Urban League. 
“We are fortunate to have a strong group of nonprofits in this community who are trusted, culturally competent, and understand the importance of the people they serve being counted in the 2010 Census,” says Multnomah County Commissioner Deborah Kafoury. “These grants will ensure specific outreach and assistance in completing the Census in communities of color, with seniors and people who are disabled, and for those who are experiencing homeless.  Our goal is to increase the count in Multnomah County by at least 5%.”
“We’re delighted to be part of this initiative, because the effort demonstrates how important every person is to our local community. We have a tremendous opportunity to leverage the strengths of the organizations we are funding to ensure that Multnomah County and the City of Portland are on strong economic footing for the next decade,” said Marc Levy, CEO and President of the United Way of the Columbia-Willamette.  

List of Grant Awards: Complete Count Campaign

African Community - $18,570

Lead Organization:
Africa House (IRCO - Immigrant & Refugee Community Org.)

Partners:

African Women’s Coalition




Center for Intercultural Organizing (CIO)

Major Activities:
Multilingual DVD’s, Training videos, Outreach at events, door to door canvassing, outreach to locally owned ethnic businesses, service-based outreach

African-American Community – $18,570

Lead Organization
Self Enhancement, Inc.

Partners:

Oregon Action




Urban League

Major Activities:
Door-to-door canvassing, faith based outreach, leadership development training, community forums, outreach through service delivery sites

Asian/Pacific Islander Community – $18,570

Lead Organization:
Asian Health & Service Center

Partner:

Asian Family Center (IRCO)

Major Activities:
Events including Lunar New Year at the Convention Center, Mailing to Asian Households, Partner with local ethnic businesses

Latino Community - $18,570

Lead Organization:
El Programa Hispano (Catholic Charities)

Partners:

Latino Network




Hacienda CDC

Major Activities:
Church outreach, Leadership Academy trainings, 3 Census Fiestas, Outreach at primarily Latino Housing, Outreach at VOZ Day Labor Center

Native American Community - $18,570

Organization:

Native American Youth & Family Center (NAYA)

Partners

Portland Indian Leaders Roundtable




Portland Youth & Elders Council




Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians

Major Activities: Intern team to do outreach at native events and with tribes, service based outreach


Organization:

Native American Rehabilitation Association (NARA)

Partners:

Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board

United Indian Students in Higher Education

Major Activities:
Health & Census Fair, PSA on Native Radio, Questionnaire Assistance Centers at all seven locations, campus outreach

People Experiencing Homelessness - $16,037

Lead Organization:
JOIN

Partners:

Janus 




Impact Northwest

Major Activities: 
Trainings at all homeless service and low-income housing projects on the Census, including how homeless individuals will be counted and why to participate for low-income residents.

Immigrants & Refugees - $18,570

Lead Organization:
IRCO

Partners:

Catholic Charities




Center for Intercultural Organizing




Russian Oregon Social Services (Ecumenical Ministries of OR)

Major Activities:
Church outreach, Multi-lingual DVD’s, Outreach at classes and workshops, information in local culturally specific businesses, ethnic print media, door to door outreach.

Seniors & Persons with Disabilities - $16,493

Lead Organization:
Agency Selection in Progress
About the United Way of the Columbia-Willamette

United Way of the Columbia-Willamette is working to advance the common good in the four-county Portland/Vancouver area by focusing on the basics we all need for success:  education, income, and health. We all win when children succeed in school, families are financially stable and independent, and people have good health. Our goal is to create long-lasting changes that prevent problems from happening in the first place. By working together we can create opportunities for a better life and create a stronger community.  That’s what it means to LIVE UNITED.

