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A GUIDE TO READING 2010 CENSUS

HARD-TO-COUNT (HTC) MAPS

1.  Overview -- The 2010 Census HTC maps display information by census tracts (a Census Bureau-designated geographic area) across metropolitan areas, as well as reference features, such as neighborhoods, smaller cities and towns, major roads and highways, parks/open space, and waterways.

2.  Color-coding -- The tracts are color-coded in two ways: (a) using the Census Bureau’s analysis of “hard to count” (HTC) areas; and (b) using the final response rates (including mail, telephone, and Internet, but not including households counted during the door-to-door visit operation) from the 2000 Census.

a. Hard-to-count color coding:

· Yellow / Orange / Red areas highlight census tracts that have HTC scores of 61 or higher.  According to the Census Bureau, tracts with higher scores are likely to be the areas with relatively high undercount rates in 2010 (i.e. the Census Bureau expects that the census will be less accurate in these tracts compared to other tracts). 

· Grey areas have HTC scores of 60 or less.  Relatively speaking, these areas are not considered “hard to count” – they’ll have lower undercount rates (i.e. the final census count will likely be more accurate in these areas than in the HTC tracts).

b. 2000 Response Rate color coding:

· The tracts highlighted with purple hash marks had a relatively low final response rate for the 2000 Census.  Sometimes these areas match tracts that have a low HTC score (purple hash marks on grey-shaded tracts) – meaning that even though they may not be “hard to count” based on selected person and housing unit characteristics (i.e. low income; limited English proficiency; complex household structure; etc.), for some reason they still didn’t respond well in the first phase of Census 2000.

Areas with no shading (white on the map) were not given HTC scores by the Census Bureau.  These tracts either have fewer than 100 housing units, or population less than 250, or have more than 50% of their population composed of group quarters (college dorms, prisons, etc.) or more than 35% of the population is age 65 or older.  (Evaluations show that older people generally are easier to count, and may even be overcounted.)

3.  Important caveats

· The Census Bureau’s “hard-to-count” analysis is based solely on data from the 2000 Census, and therefore will not reflect any major population changes since then.

· Census tracts typically contain between 2,500 and 8,000 people.  In urban areas they might cover relatively small areas, but in suburban and rural areas they can be much larger geographically.  Either way, the HTC score is an average value across the tract – it doesn’t mean that every block or neighborhood within the tract will be hard to count.  Your knowledge of the local geography will help you determine where to focus outreach efforts across tracts and within them.

· Overall, these maps are for general planning purposes and cover large areas.  You may need to supplement them with more recent data and/or zoomed in maps to help you target your efforts most effectively.

4.  Data sources

· Hard-to-count data: http://2010.census.gov/2010census/more_information/012986.html 

· 2000 response rate data: www.census.gov/dmd/www/response/2000response.html 
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