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The Census Community Outreach Fund supports community organizations conducting outreach in hard-to-count communities in order to ensure a fair and accurate decennial count.


The Census Community Outreach Fund
	The Census Community Outreach Fund (CCOF) seeks to address the challenges of engaging hard-to-count populations in the decennial Census. Through direct grants to community organizations, the Census Community Outreach Fund:

· Ensures outreach efforts are undertaken in underresourced hard-to-count communities;

· Helps counteract factors that could prevent an accurate count, including escalating fear of government in immigrant communities and displacement of families due to the housing/economic crisis and natural disasters, such as Hurricane Katrina;
· Works with the national and regional Census Bureau staff and ensures coordination between regional and locally-based Census Bureau specialists and the outreach conducted by community-based organizations;
· Connects grantees to other national outreach campaigns (e.g., NALEO and Univision’s “Ya Es Hora, Hagaste Contar!” campaign) to ensure non-duplicative, complementary efforts by national and local campaigns;
· Coordinates with the Funders Census Initiative (FCI) to raise grantee awareness and lessons learned from our funding; 

· Coordinates with other regions on Census outreach efforts (even if the fund does not provide direct grants in those regions).

CCOF is managed by Public Interest Projects, a 501(c)(3) public charity that operates grantmaking, technical assistance and strategic planning programs for institutional and individual donors interested in social justice and human rights issues.
	GrantmakinG

The Census Community Outreach Fund anticipates making its first round of grants in fall 2009. Initial grants will focus on organizations working with undocumented immigrants in targeted, underresourced communities (e.g., the Southeast; communities with strong anti-immigrant or enforcement-focused local policies including 287(g) police/ICE cooperation, etc.).

keY DonorS

The Census Community Outreach Fund receives support from the Ford Foundation. Additional funds are being raised to support work in additional hard-to-count communities.
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