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The Working America Education Fund is the 501(c)(3) partner organization to Working America.  Together we give working people voice and power to participate in the economic decisions that affect their lives.  We canvass door-to-door in working class communities, most often in the suburbs and exurbs.  We engage workers in a personal conversation about issues of economic fairness – health care, green jobs, workers’ rights and regulation of the finance industry, among others.  Then we follow up with an ongoing information and education effort to foster engagement.  We turn worker concerns into action, and more importantly, into real results.  In just over five years, we have grown to include nearly 2.5 million members in our information network.  

In 2008, the Working America Education Fund’s goal was to provide American workers a voice in the national dialogue on economic issues that affect their lives.  
· We grew to nearly 2.5 million members, operating short and long-term canvasses in 21 cities in 11 states. We knocked on 3,040,941 doors and directly spoke with 1,768,140 working class people.  


· For those who joined, at-the-door contact was followed up with a researched, tested and multi-layered communications program.  Information was provided in person at the doors, by phone, and by mail—from 6 up to 38 contacts per person.  

· In the past 18 months, our members took 650,000 actions on key economic issues.  Last summer, Working America’s health care “band aid” petitions got 287,000 signatures in roughly eight weeks, with an unprecedented response of nearly 50% of contacted members taking action at the door.

· In fall of 2008, the Working America/Sierra Club collaboration reached more than 200,000 members with a message about green jobs and a just economy, using an innovative mix of personal, phone and online communications. The enthusiasm of members exceeded expectations.  
· In April 2009, Working America launched a unique, interactive website.  UnemploymentLifeLine.com is a state-of-the-art website, a one-stop guide that: links families to available resources; provides interactive planning and networking tools; and, eventually, offers avenues to real training and new employment opportunities. With more than 65,000 resource listings searchable by zip code, the website is the most comprehensive available tool to help unemployed workers navigate resources and find help.  
Working America showed the power of running a first-class program focusing on economic issues to draw working class moderates into the conversation about public policy.  And the results are measurable. Using a sophisticated and innovative randomized controlled experiment, the Analyst Institute deemed the work "highly impactful."  
Members were between 26.5 and 37.9 percentage points more likely to say that health care was important to them in setting their priorities for civic engagement, and between 17.2 and 24.6 percentage points more likely to prioritize the economy.
We envision three interwoven threads of activity over the next year, and beyond:

A.  Forge a narrative in moderate and conservative working class communities to counter Fox News style interpretation and offer good information on the economy.
B.  Educate on issues such as health care, green jobs, and finance industry regulation to benefit working families, and provide opportunities to take action.

C.  Foster membership connection and more robust activism.


It’s more than a decade since we had a chance to advance the economic policies that can improve the lives of workers and transform the nation toward its better self. The Working America Education Fund and Working America are ready to help make that happen. Building relationships and trust on a year-round basis, we are creating an opening to reframe issues, redefine values and reorder priorities to strengthen the civic participation of members to build a more equitable society.
Karen Nussbaum, Executive Director, Working America Education Fund
Karen Nussbaum is the executive director of the Working America Education Fund.  Ms. Nussbaum has spent 30 years fighting for the rights of working women and men—as the founder and director of 9to5, National Association of Working Women; the president of District 925, SEIU; and the director of the Women’s Bureau of the U.S. Department of Labor, the highest seat in the federal government devoted to women’s issues. She is the author, with John Sweeney, of the book “Solutions for the New Workforce,” and with Ellen Cassedy, of the book “9to5.”
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